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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
www.newportwight.org.uk
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY, 20 MAY 2025, AT 64 HIGH STREET, COMMENCED AT 6.30pm

	Councillors Present: 
Deputy Clerk:


	Cllrs Joanne Ballington (Chair), Terry Martin (Vice Chair), Vix Lowthion, Stephen Rushbrook, Michael Smith
Lucinda Bradley


	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

An allotment holder asked why the Council only advertises meetings in one place.  It was explained that meetings are advertised in the noticeboard in St James’s Square and also online.  She would like to see them advertised in all noticeboards, particularly in Shide & Mountjoy.  Cllr Rushbrook said he would implement this.

An allotment holder asked if the allotment fees are going up this year.  The Chair said allotments were being discussed later in the agenda.


	696.
	APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Cllrs Jones-Evans and Henson.


	697.
	DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST
The Chair, Cllr Ballington, declared a non-pecuniary interest as a Trustee of Pan Together.
Cllr Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Gunville Community Association.
There were no written requests for dispensation.


	698.
	ALLOTMENT FORUM

The Chair moved the item forward for the benefit of allotment holders in attendance.
The Chair invited the group to select a representative to speak.  Jackie Hawkins said that forums turned into “free for alls” and weren’t productive.  She would like to suggest that there is a discussion twice a year.  Also, she would like a councillor to oversee the allotments as she believes the current route is not working.  The Chair said that the Clerk will be involved in the process.  She also has concerns around loss of revenue around empty plots and whether allotment fees would go up.  

The Chair reported that at the meeting of the first Full Council, an Allotments working party has been set up.  The Chair said that the group needs to be given the chance to meet and discuss.  Jackie Hawkins said she would be the contact for the allotments for the first instance but believes it would require representatives from each of the sites.  
The Chair agreed to be a contact if Jackie Hawkins wished to contact a councillor.              


	699.
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting on 22nd April 2025 were presented.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the minutes were agreed as accurate.


	700.
	MEMBER’S BRIEFING
The Deputy Clerk reported that weeding had taken place at the St James Square planters. Cllr Smith asked how the Saturday market were finding the new location and Cllr Rushbrook would like to know if they use external advertising.  The Deputy Clerk will find out.


	701.
	64 HIGH STREET
Havenstreet Steam Railway will be installing an exhibition at 64 High Street in July.  No further interest in the shoplets.  Cllr Lowthion suggested a poster on display that highlights upcoming activities at 64 High Street.


	702.
	WAR MEMORIAL BARRIERS
Members were asked to make a decision on whether to keep the barriers up around the war memorial following concerns from the Royal British Legion about people standing on it.  
RESOLVED:

THAT, the barriers will keep around the war memorial in St Thomas’s Square and removed for wreath laying.



	703.
	CLATTERFORD RECREATION GROUND

Members were asked to decide whether to allow Clatterford to be used as a hired football pitch this season.  There are currently moles which present a health & safety risk due to molehills and the changing rooms are in need of repair.  Cllr Martin would like to see the space used as an orchard.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the pitch will not be used for football for this season.


	704.
	CELEBRATE 80
The Deputy Clerk reported that organisation for the event is ongoing and if councillors would like to volunteer to please let her know.  



	705.
	NEXT AGENDA ITEMS & MEMBER’S QUESTIONS

Cllr Smith asked if it would be possible to have ‘no through road’ signs installed in Cook Avenue and Oak Road.  The Deputy Clerk will enquire.



	706.
	NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 17th June 2025 

Members would like the time of the next meeting to be brought forward to 6pm. 


	707.
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Members were asked to consider the following motion: That due to the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is in the public interest that the public and press be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw in accordance with the requirements of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order 63.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the press and public be excluded and the meeting move into confidential session.


	708.
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
Members decided on tenders to recommend to Full Council for the grounds maintenance contract.
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